BEST Annual General Meeting

January 18th 2011

Held at Brent Private Residents and Tenants Association

Treasurer’s report

Outgoing treasurer Penny Mackinder said BEST had £6,597.10 in the bank. During the year, income had been £9,703.50 and outgoings were £12,205.45. Cycling projects had taken up most of the sepnding, including purchase of the bike shed. Nick Ingram said another sponsor for the newsletter, Pembertons, had come forward and a cheaper print shop found.

ACTION: The full report would be posted on the website

Election of officers
Chair: Simon Rogers was re-elected.

Secretary: Josie Warshaw was re-elected.

Treasurer: Liz Morley was elected.

Leslie Clyne was appointed a board member.

Follow-up from previous meetings
Priory Park Mansions: Leslie Clyne said there was a proposal to knock down the shops and homes above them to turn the building into flats

Ryde House: Leslie Clyne said the bottle bank on the corner of Priory Park Road and St Julian’s had become a dumping ground and an eyesore. He had asked the council to consider removing it

Cllr Mary Arnold said there was a need to get Brent’s street care officers to look at the issue.

Josie Warshaw appealed for residents to take used printer cartridges for recycling at BPRTA, which hosts BEST meetings.

ACTION: This information would be put in the newsletter and on the website 

Benches: Cllr Mary Arnold said £5,000 ward working money from the council was still available. It had originally been earmarked to provide benches outside Charteris Sports Centre but the threatened closure of Charteris had halted that plan. She had ensured that officers put the money aside for arts projects. It was up to BEST to come up with ideas for how to spend it.

Josie Warshaw said there was a need for noticeboards, which would cost up to £1,500, but planning permission was a nightmare.

ACTION: Josie to talk to Sophie Rigg about noticeboards and other projects to make use of the money.

Trees and planters: Josie Warshaw was to do a walkaround with council officers to identify badly damaged/dying trees which needed replacing. The up-lights in Post Box Square were still not working.

College of North West London Kilburn campus: Cllr Mary Arnold said councillors had met college management to try to get the campus reopened but the whole college was suffering a fall-off in students as a result of government funding cuts. It seems the college plans to sell the Kilburn site, which had the highest overheads of the various CNWL campuses. Simon Rogers said the situation reflected badly on college management.

Fight to save Charteris Sports Centre

The meeting heard that a plan to close the sports centre from April was being considered by Brent Council as part of £37million cuts it was being forced to make in 2011-2012 by the government. A decision would be taken by the end of February.

Lloyd Fothergill said rumours had been circulating for a while but there had been no official announcement by the council.

Guests Charles Harris (martial arts tutor) and Cristina Avery (gym user) said staff had been informed they could lose their jobs but had been told not to let members know.

Cllr Mary Arnold said it was “absolutely tragic” as the North Kilburn Partnership had put in a lot of hard work with Charteris to make it more responsive to the needs of users and local families. The scale and speed of the cuts left no time to consider alternatives and the council’s main priority was to protect services for the vulnerable. Because Charteris is not a statutory provision, there was no requirement for formal consultation over the proposal to close it. She said she would try to oppose the closure and suggested residents should find out whether a proper impact assessment had been made. There was a faint possibility that Lottery funding could help as North Kilburn Partnership had put in a bid for £500,000 towards a community centre.

Another user, China, said that a few years earlier, when a private firm had been brought in by a previous council administration to run Charteris, the centre had been “run into the ground”. He suspected the closure plan was being put forward so the land could be sold for development.

Hilary Curtis said Charteris had been considerable improved recently and was a very good gym.

It was agreed to back the Save Charteris campaign which had been set up, with its own Facebook group, and a public meeting called, with an aim to prevent or delay closure of the centre while other options, including partnership with the council or a community/charity run project, could be considered and ways of cutting costs or winning grants investigated. 

Simon Rogers proposed that BEST should pay up to £250 for leaflets for the campaign to keep Charteris open. This was approved.

Any other business
Dawn Reidy said the recycling scheme she runs had recycled more than 1,000 Christmas trees in the past seven years.

Cllr Mary Arnold said the plans to redevelop Kilburn Square had now been registered on Brent Council’s website and there would be a six-week consultation period.

Cllr Mary Arnold said North Kilburn Youth Centre had opened on Willesden Lane.
