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brent eleven streets association




Special Meeting 15th May 2007  

Hazelmere Square Planning and Consultation

Greening committee presentation David Booth and Dawn Reidy

Ian Litchfield from Brent Planning and 

 Nanette from London Play 

Chair: Tom Dickens

This meeting was well attended with approx 30 people

Tom thanked all those concerned in working towards the meeting 

David Booth explanation of planning so far:

Money for development of Hazelmere Square is coming from S106 money from flat development on Glengal. 

Paul Durr from London Play had supported work so far with residents survey which resulted in the design brief.

Ian Litchfield from planning in Brent had helped the Greening committee develop the drawings and has advised on practical aspects.

David 

Chosen to become involved because he disliked the dumping of rubbish in the space. . Felt neglect of the site added to further neglect within the community. 

Greening committees objectives: to make the space safer, cleaner and more attractive. They had received an anonymous letter objecting to the space becoming a playground. 

The greening committee asked for ideas feedback via the newsletter (This feedback was not presented at this meeting) 

The top issues raised in the survey were that there was 

A) lack of greenery

And b)lack of open community space

Josie felt that the important issue of open community space  had not been communicated or met in the design  

Ian and the team developed the brief taking into consideration 

A budget of £ 30 K

Health and safety

Planning issues

Street drinking (which has since been reduced due to locally introduced legislation) regarding seating

Designing out the possibility  of damage 

Dawn 

Discussed planting (though it was felt it was to early to discuss this 

Plants to discuss all year round interest through seasons. The scheme presented  had 3 beds one of which was for community use.

Council will give 2 new trees and suggested Acer as a lovely colour in autumn

Suggested a community gardening club that children could join in with. . Involvement would lead to ownership of the space. 

Has collected seeds for planting 

BBC could help people with green spaces for planting  (Dawn did not say who would organise this) 

Planting was also planned for the phone box area at the end part of Hazelmere using a separate budget IL  Brent  would try to find a separate budget for this 

Questions asked :

Q How was  the garden going to be watered? 

A There was no inbuilt planning for this as such.

Q How was it to be maintained : A IL includes 1 or 2 year maintenance contract( maybe once per month) Have selected Plants that would cover soil and reduce maintenance requirements. The Council would be responsible but so also would the community be responsible for maintenance. If there was graffiti then residents could ring street care. Litter removal would be part of the process and would be cleaned in the beds by the council and by the community. 

Q where is there space for community to gather and chidren to play?

A Around the cherry trees it has always been a dumping ground. We wanted to put in the raised beds in order to prevent dumping

· People were then given the opportunity to look more closely at the drawing.

· This was followed by a general discussion

Issues raised included :

· Design of the space not just to walk through but for community use across a range of activities such as the bike workshops 

· Noise for those that live on or close to the space and the need to be considerate to this. 

· Children’s play

· Community activity- a  space where people could gather and meet

· People don’t  always mix in London life there’s nowhere to play here so need to give this space to community and children 

Suggestions raised 

· Plants around the edge//greenery by houses.

· Sloped raised flower beds to give an interesting vista

· Community area in the middle

· Humped bridge over roots of trees 

· Addressing motorbike rat run  issue

· Good lighting to make the area safer 

· A practical provision to water the community garden 

Q Is there a reason why there is only one design?

A DB wanted to learn what people wanted and this  needed  to be agreed as a community 

 Q Can we have more trees?  

A DR This can affect foundations of houses and many people wont allow them near their houses.

A IL There is a separate fund for trees if people want to ask for them. Speak to the council to push for this. Trees are removed for subsidence 

Additional Information 

IL  Josie is trying to develop a home zone for the area as a whole. The Hazelmere square could be a first stage . Similar areas could be developed throughout the 11 streets. There is potentially more money to develop others. 

Josie A: There is a wish to devlop the area around Ryde House to make this into another green area

Q Are there other ways of doing the proposal?( Almost unanimous  in favour of seeing another or other proposal/s)

A Andrea Chappel  (not a civic designer ) said she had developed another idea already 

(it is on the Hazelmere notice board) 

Tom Dickens ACTION Follow up from this meeting 

We need to feedback to take into consideration those who could not attend

Community need ongoing feedback 

It was suggested  that everyone has different suggestions so the committee should provide options and take on majority opinions

· Clarify the brief  (Using original brief and points taken from this meeting ) 

· 3 drawing options to be provided

· Include Open community space which is wanted by 60% 

· Small group making decisions but need ways to get others to commit to ideas 

Do this by sharing information in as many ways as are possible 

· Notice board

· Newsletter 

· Website (although concern was stated about the gate keeper’s  willingness to cooperate to help with this)  

· Door knocking 

· Suggestion box and or  suggestion invites

· Future consultation at Hazelmere through a fun event

It was agreed people were happy to put their trust in a committee to move onto a second stage. Trust was needed to develop and make this work

The agreed committee :  

David Booth  23 Hazelmere

Andrea Chapel 61 Charteris

Caroline? (not able to attend the meeting) to be contacted by Dawn and provide contact method ie address /email 

Dawn Reidy 75 Priory park rd

Rachel Saunders  ? Priory park rd 

Josie Warshaw 83 priory park road 

It is not known if Neha Bailahache wishes to continue to be involved (having her second child any day ) 

(Sue Grant is moving soon) 

· Rachel going  to keep in touch with Dawn by posting ongoing letters through her door as she does not have email

The next Best meeting is booked for  September 25th enough time to develop alternative drawings? or  re-book another ? David to book meeting with group 

 Josie to be instructed by the committee  if this is the case 

The committee to  revisit and work on brief (Using points from this meeting) and any feedback on forms handed back from the meeting (david has these david to collate? important feed back from this  first meeting and all feed back made by Andrea on the proposal  )  

Committee to have met and fed back to Tom by (David to feed back ? ):

 12th June and feed back to Tom the chair 

Would be good to have the next meeting in the Square 

